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September and October were busy
months for us as a Diocese and for
Bishop Patrick as he made his final tour
of duty in visiting as many parishes as he
could. There were also the the
celebrations of Confirmation and
Ordinations, Institutions and Installations
and a number of Diocesan Services.

At the beginning of October the clergy
hosted a lunch for +Patrick, Alison and
Susanna, we were able to take time to
thank him as our bishop and make a small
presentation ourselves. In response
+Patrick gave each member of the clergy
team a reusable water bottle, so touched
was he by his time spent in Kajiado
diocese in mission and the devastation
caused by dumped single use plastic,
particularly water bottles. He committed
himself to reduce his own consumption
of single use plastics and in his gift has
encouraged us to do the same.

Bishop and his family we also say a
farewell to three other members of staff
due to their change of role and indeed, in
the case of Canon Andrew Ison, a change
of Diocese.With the amalgamation of the
Diocese, Ballisodare Group have moved
into the Diocese of Elphin, They’re still
there though and we have many strong
connections of family and friends so can
still hope to see plenty of them. Rev’d
Peter has retired from his duties as Priest
in Charge of the Achonry Group and
Canon Doris from her official duties as
Diocesan Curate. I’m delighted that both
continue to have permission to officiate
and will both be very much part of life in
the diocese as they continue to support
both clergy and parishes in the leading of
worship. We wish them all, and their
families, every blessing in the the future.

As we go to print our prayers are very
much with the Electors of the Episcopal
College. Much preparatory work has
already been completed with the drawing
up of the new Diocesan Profile and our
Statement of needs in our new Bishop.
Please uphold all involved in this process
which is demanding in time, energy and
prayer and that God is working on the
heart and mind of the person he will call
On the 24th October St Nicholas’, as our new Bishop; and so we pray:
Galway hosted the Diocesan Farewell
service. As well as the Diocesan clergy O almighty God, who by thy Holy Spirit
we were delighted Dean Niall Sloane, dost move the hearts of thy people; May
who spent time as +Patrick’s curate in it please thee so to direct the counsels
Portstewart, was able to attend as well as of those who are appointed to choose a
Archbishop Michael Neary and Bishops bishop for this Church and this diocese
John Fleming and Brendan Kelly.
of Tuam, Limerick & Killaloe, that we may
be given a pastor who in faithfulness and
At the conclusion of this service we were wisdom shall lead thy flock in the way of
able to unveil the portrait of Bishop holiness; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Patrick and present him with a painting Amen.
of Killala Cathedral and the round tower
as a gift from the parishes of the Diocese, The prayer for During the Vacancy of a
both painted by Benita Stoney who See, BCP p.148 amended
joined +Patrick in their unveiling. The
service was followed by a reception in I would like to take this opportunity to
the church and thanks to Provost Lynda wish each of you and your families a
and her team there for their welcome Happy and Blessed Christmas, please stay
and the hard work of preparation for this safe and well and may we all pray for a
service. On the following week many prosperous New Year in a world that is
gathered for a much more informal free of Covid-19.
service allowing the Bishop to lay down
his crozier in retirement. Thank you to Ven. Stephen McWhirter
the Dean for his welcome and planning.
Of course in saying ‘goodbye’ to the
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Bishop's final service in TKA

Thank
you

‘Thank You’ from Bishop Patrick
I write to express heartfelt gratitude to all across
Tuam, Killala and Achonry for the array of gifts with
which Alison, Susanna and I were presented in both
Galway and Tuam. We love the painting of Killala and
it has been given pride of place in our room. Benita
Stoney is such a talented artist and she also did a
wonderful job on ‘The Portrait’ – no easy feat
considering what she had to look at over many
hours! Alison and Susanna are delighted with their
gifts and the wonderful cake was enjoyed by many.
We are now attempting to find some order in our
new home in Coleraine.The Tuam days are behind us
but what pleasant memories we have of the Clergy
and Parishioners. Our ten years with you were
fulfilling, challenging and enriching. I think of many

occasions - happy and sad; of people - old and young;
and of all those meetings - long and short! I hope we
can say at the end of it that we achieved much
together and moved things along in a positive way.
Time of course will tell but I believe a firm foundation
has been laid for the new United Dioceses of Tuam,
Limerick and Killaloe. We are certainly going to miss
the dear friends we have made and the West, with all
its charm and beauty.
Again, our sincere thanks for your kindness and
support.
As ever,
+Patrick

Bishop's final service in TKA
On Sunday 31st October, 'All Saints Sunday', in Saint
Mary's Cathedral,Tuam, Bishop Patrick Rooke laid up
his crozier on the day that he retired from the active
episcopate and as bishop, the last bishop of the
Diocese of Tuam, Killala and Achonry. The following
day, 1st November, TKA became part of the larger
and new United Diocese of Tuam, Limerick and
Killaloe.
This was an historic day tinged with joy, sadness and
expectation. Joy for Bishop Patrick as we gave thanks
for his life of dedicated ministry as deacon, priest and
bishop. Sadness as the Diocese lost a faithful pastor
and its stand-alone status. Expectation as we
contemplated, under God, a new beginning for TKA
in unity with the Diocese of Limerick and Killaloe.
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The service was attended by people from every
parish in the diocese and we were privileged to have
Archbishop Michael Neary and Fr Pat Farragher of
the Cathedral of the Assumption with us. It was a
simple celebration of The Holy Communion led by
The Dean, Very Revd Alistair Grimason and Bishop
Patrick. Revd Canon Andrew Ison read the Epistle.
The Archdeacon, Ven. Stephen McWhirter, read the
Gospel.And the intercessions were led by Rev Canon
Doris Clements. David Forde played the organ.
In his address, the Dean spoke of Thanksgiving for the
Saints of God; all those both named and unnamed,
who in their time had kept the light of faith alive and
passed it on to our present generation. At the end of
his sermon the Dean invited the congregation to
come forward and light a candle in simple
remembrance of those individuals who had
personally touched their lives and encouraged them
in their discipleship.

At the end of the service, the congregation kept
prayerful silence as Bishop Patrick laid his crozier, a
symbol of his episcopate, upon the High Altar.
Tea was served in the Synod Hall afterwards. The
Dean made presentations to Canon Ison and Canon
Clements, both of whom retired from the Cathedral
Chapter that day. A cake, specially commissioned by
the Cathedral Family, was given to Bishop Patrick and
gifts were given to Alison and Susanna, the Bishop's
wife and daughter.
And so a page in the life of Tuam, Killala and Achonry
was significantly turned. The diocese now looks
forward to a different existence as it, along with
Limerick and Killaloe, begins the process of the
election of a new bishop for a new united diocese.
The first meeting of the Electoral College took place
in Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin on 19th
November and we await developments in this regard.
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Clergy Farewell

Clergy Farewell

Clergy farewell to

Galway farewell to Bishop

Bishop Patrick and Canon Andrew

On Sunday 24th October 2021 Bishop Patrick Rooke said
his ‘Farewell’ to the Diocese of Tuam, Killala and Achonry
in Saint Nicholas’ Collegiate Church, Galway during a
Service of Choral Evensong in anticipation of his
retirement from the stipendiary ministry on 31st
October 2021.

The clergy and outreach team of TKA gathered in
Westport to bid a personal ‘Farewell’ to Rev Canon
Andrew Ison and Bishop Rooke and his family, Alison
and Susanna, on Monday 11th October. Canon Ison,
with his parish of Ballysodare, has tranferred to the
diocese of Kilmore, Elphin and Ardagh when the
dioceses of TKA and Limerick and Killaloe
amalgamated on 1st November 2021 while Bishop
Rooke retired on 31st October 2021.

The day began with the Bishop celebrating the Holy
Communion in Holy Trinity Church, Westport.
After this, a sumptuous lunch, provided by Canon Jen
McWhirter, was served in Westport Rectory. A
presentation was made to Canon Andrew by Dean
Alistair Grimason and similarly a gift was given to
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Bishop
Patrick
by
Archdeacon Stephen
McWhirter, and to
Alison and Susie by
Canon Jen. The Bishop
then responded by
giving each of the clergy
and outreach team a gift
of a reusable water
flask, representing the
diocese’s involvement in
the ‘Water Drops’ project.The colour of these flasks
ranged from day-glow orange to deep Irish green. It
was noted with merriment that none of the bottles
was episcopal purple!

intercessions were led by the Archdeacon of TKA, The
Venerable Stephen McWhirter.
In his homily, Bishop Patrick reflected on 43 years of active
ministry in the Church of Ireland, beginning in Mossley

A large congregation of both clergy and laity from across
the Diocese and beyond attended the service to thank
Bishop Patrick for his episcopacy during the past 10 years
and to wish both him and his family, Alison and Susanna
in particular, a long and restful retirement. Also in
attendance representing the Ecumenical Partners were
Archbishop Michael Neary of Tuam, Bishop John Fleming
of Killala and Bishop Brendan Kelly of Galway.

The Service of Choral Evensong was led by the Rector
of Galway, Provost Lynda Peilow. The music was led by
the Organist and Choir of Saint Nicholas’ under the
direction of Mark Duley. The choir sang the anthem ‘ O
thou the central orb of righteous love’ by Charles Wood.

The lessons were read by Alison Rooke and The Very
Revd. Niall Sloane, onetime curate assistant of Bishop
Patrick and now Dean of Limerick, which diocese will be
amalgamated with TKA on 1st November 2021. The
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Clergy Farewell

Ordination of Deacon

Moore on behalf of the Clergy; and Ven. Stephen
McWhirter on behalf of the Diocese.

second is a portrait of the Bishop which will hang, with
other episcopal portraits, in the new Diocesan Centre.
The day came to an end with a ‘lunch-box’ tea prepared
Bishop Patrick was then presented with two paintings, and served by the people of Galway Parish. Our thank to
both by local artist Benita Stoney.The first is a painting of everyone involved in organising the event.
Killala Cathedral and High Tower which is a personal gift
to Bishop Patrick from the parishes of the Diocese. The

Ordination of deacon
Parish in the diocese of Connor and including
incumbencies in Connor and Armagh, his time as Dean
of Armagh and finishing up in the Diocese of Tuam, Killala
and Achonry. Bishop Patrick also spoke of the love and
support of his family all through the ups and downs of
parochial and episcopal ministry. He expressed his delight
in the excellent ecumenical relationships which he has
had with his fellow Catholic Bishops in The West. He
praised the clergy and laity alike of TKA for their
encouragement and support during his time among them

and concluded by wishing both Tuam, Killala and Achonry,
and Limerick and Killaloe every blessing for their
upcoming journey as a single United Diocese.

At the end of the service, there were five speeches, all
wishing God’s Blessing on Bishop Patrick and his family
as they enter a new chapter of life:Archbishop Neary on
behalf of the Ecumenical Partners; Canon Jen McWhirter
on behalf of the Church of Ireland National Schools;
Professor Paul Johnston on behalf of the Laity; Revd Clive

The Ordination to the Diaconate of Rev Martin
Steele took place in St Patrick’s Cathedral, Killala, on
Sunday 12th September.This followed a retreat in the
Westport Coast Hotel, led by Canon Jen McWhirter
and Provost Lynda Peilow.

Although the congregation was small, members of
Martin’s family and friends had travelled to Mayo to
support him in this most significant step in his
ministry in the Church of God.
Bishop Patrick presided at the Ordination Service and
the preacher was the Archdeacon, the Ven. Stephen
McWhirter. Canon Jen McWhirter, the DDO, read
the Old Testament lesson, the psalm was led by Mr
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Arthur Sweeney, Provost Lynda Peilow read the
Epistle and Rev Martin Steele read the Gospel. The
litany was led by the Archdeacon of TKA, Venerable
Stephen McWhirter who also vested the newly
ordained Deacon
with a stole.
Rev Martin will
serve his deaconintern year with
the Archdeacon
in St Michael’s,
Ballina and the
Killala Group of
Parishes.
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Ordination of Priests

Clergy Conference

Ordination of priests

Clergy conference
The annual clergy conference of TKA and Limerick and
Killaloe took place in the Dunraven Arms Hotel and
Conference Centre between 18th and 20th of October.
These joint conferences have been held for several
years now. They are not only informative and
contemplative, giving some space for the clergy of both
dioceses to come away to a quiet place for a time of
prayer and reflection, they have also enabled the clergy

The Ordination to the Priesthood of Rev Caroline
Morrow and Rev Clive Moore took place in St Michael’s
Church, Ballina on Sunday 19th September.

the psalm was led by Rev Martin Steele, Rev Clive
Moore read the Epistle and Rev Caroline Morrow read
the Gospel. The litany was led by the Archdeacon of

TKA, Venerable Stephen McWhirter who also vested
the newly ordained with their stoles.

Despite Covid restrictions limiting the numbers able to
attend, there was a goodly congregation present to
support Caroline and Clive in this most significant step
in their ministry to the people of God.

Bishop Patrick presided at the Ordination Service and
a large contingent of Diocesan Priests were also
present to lay hands on the candidates at the moment
of ordination. Bishop John Fleming was also present to
lend his support which was greatly appreciated and a
testimony to the regard in which both Caroline and
Clive are held among the wider community. The Dean
of TKA, Very Rev Alistair Grimason was the preacher.
Canon Doris Clements read the Old Testament lesson,

8

Rev Caroline will serve in the parish of Killanley and
Rev Clive will serve in the parishes of Crossmolina and
Ballycastle.

to get to know each other better ahead of the uniting
of the dioceses which took place on 1st November
2021. This year there were several ‘new faces’ present
so the conference offered an opportunity for them to
engage with the ‘old hands’ and those who have been
around for a while could renew friendships and
welcome the ‘rookies’ to the clergy team.

The conference was led by Fr. Henry O’Shea OSB of
Glenstal Abbey. He chose as his theme ‘Where are we
now?’, ‘How did we get to where we are?’, ‘Where do
we want to be?’ and ‘How are we going to get there?’
Fr. Henry interspersed his reflections with many
amusing, at times hilarious, anecdotes which at the
same time forced us to think while maintaining a ‘light
touch’ atmosphere.
The conference closed with a celebration of the Holy
Communion in the parish church at which both
Bishop Patrick and Bishop Kenneth spoke about their
impending retirements and their hopes for the future
of the united dioceses.

Tidings – Note from the Editor

Tidings is distributed free within the Diocese of
Tuam, Killala and Achonry however, if you would
consider making a modest contribution towards the
production costs we would be most grateful as our
advertising only partially covers the costs.

notification section depending on how your bank
does this. Thank you for your support and stay safe.

New Tidings Bank Account
The bank details are:Name on A/C: TUAM KILLALA ACHONRY DIOC
If you are making a donation, please send a cheque COUNCIL NO 1 A/C
to the Diocesan Administrator, Mrs Heather Pope, BANK OF IRELAND, MAINGUARD ST, GALWAY
11 Ros Ard, Cappagh Road, Galway - payable to the ACCOUNT NO: 18315588
United Dioceses of Tuam, Killala and Achonry Dioc SORT CODE: 90-37-95
Council No 1 a/c and write Tidings on the rear of IBAN: IE90BOFI 9037 9518 315588
the cheque. Or, alternatively via online banking using BIC: BOFIIE2D
the bank account details below, with Tidings in the
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Diocesan Synod

Diocesan synod

The Diocesan Synod of TKA met in St. Mary’s
Cathedral,Tuam on Saturday 25th September with all
present expressing their delight at being able, once
more, to meet face to face, albeit observing every
necessary Covid protocol and restriction.
That delight, however, was tinged with real sadness as
we understood that was the last time a specifically
TKA Synod would be held with our own, specific and
stand-alone bishop in the chair. Henceforth, if all the
required resolutions were passed both at TKA Synod
2021 and that of Limerick and Killaloe, meeting on
the same day ( and the resolutions were indeed
passed ) our next Synod would be a joint one in a
different place.
Synod began with a celebration of the Holy
Communion incorporating the installation of Canon
Jen McWhirter to her Prebend stall in the Cathedral.

Bishop Rooke began the business session with his
Presidential Speech, which can be found in full on the
TKA website.
The usual reports of various committees were
presented and approved along with several
resolutions in the prescribed manner.
Most significant among these was the resolution to
approve the General Synod Bill which united the
dioceses of TKA and Limerick and Killaloe as and
from 1st November 2021. After two initial speeches,
the matter was put to Diocesan Synod and it passed
without a single voice raised in opposition.

Discover the history
of your family in Mayo

Bishop Rooke closed Synod with prayer, after which
all the members dispersed to the four corners of the
diocese.The final act of the final Synod of the Diocese
of Tuam, Killala and Achonry.

Open: Mon. – Thurs. 9.30 to noon and 2pm to 4.00pm and Fri. 9.30am to noon
Main Street, Ballinrobe l E: soumayo@iol.ie l T: (094) 9541214
www.mayoroots.com
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Ballina Churches Together

Ballina
Churches
Together

Ballina Centre of Mission
bctballina@gmail.com

MINISTRY OF PRESENCE
Our lives are busy and the pace of modern culture
often dictates the pace we go at. Sometimes, we seem
to spend a lot of time running! Running from task to
task, from one deadline to another. Jesus lived in an
agrarian/agricultural society. The people of Israel
included shepherds, grape-growers, olive farmers, grain
growers and families raising livestock. Most people
lived in small villages and towns and scripture tells us
that, “Jesus went through all the towns and villages”
(Matthew 9:35). Life was not so fast in the village and,
perhaps, we also need to learn to walk like Jesus did.
Japanese theologian, Kosuke Koyama writing in a book
entitled Three Mile an Hour God argues, “Love has its
speed. It is a spiritual speed. It is a different kind of
speed from the technological speed to which we are

accustomed. It goes on in the depth of our life,
whether we notice or not, at three miles an hour. It is
the speed we walk and therefore the speed the love
of God walks”.
God walked along the northern edge of the Sea of
Galilee, at three miles an hour. As Jesus went, he saw
the people and he was moved with compassion.
Compassion for the outcasts, the beggars, the lepers
and the sick. As we look around in our society, what
do we see? What do we feel? What do we do? Biblical
compassion sees poverty, addiction, refugees,
homelessness and people on the margins.
I recently came across a website – www.livegodspeed.org
It documents the life-changing journey of a priest who
moved to a very small parish in Scotland from the
U.S., and how his outlook on life and ministry was
changed by the place and the people that he met
there. He began to walk around the parish and to be
a part of people’s lives. In time, questions and
opportunities to discuss faith came about. But it all
began with walking, a cup of tea, a chat and a simple
discovery, ’that you are poor if you cannot offer
hospitality’. It involved learning to walk like Jesus at
three miles an hour, to know people and to be known
by them.
Much of our continuing work in Ballina, involves

walking in various parts of the town. We meet many
on the main streets but also in the housing estates.
Some people we meet randomly and others regularly.
The work involves pastoral care, practical provision
and prayer. We keep in touch with the elderly, the
isolated and the medically vulnerable.
Scripture encourages us, “Be careful, then, how you
live – not as unwise but as wise, making the most of
every opportunity … “ (Ephesians 5:15,16).

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
On a monthly basis, we distribute ‘Good News’ gift
bags to families in various housing estates. Every
month provides an opportunity to do good to both
‘settled’ and Traveller families. The bags include gifts,
scripture themed colouring sheets and related crafts.
In the month of September, it was Autumn colours
and God’s creation. Following Halloween, the focus is
on Jesus being ‘The Light of the World’. For December,
it will be the Nativity and the birth of Jesus. In January
the focus will be on Prayer and talking to God. During
February, when Valentines’ Day occurs, we will
emphasise that ‘God is Love’. During the month of
March, we will look at St. Patrick and his message to
the Irish people and finally in April we will focus on
the season of Easter and the Resurrection. Every
month provides a different opportunity to share the
‘Good News’. Ballina Churches Together volunteers
help by donating items for the bags and distributing
them to families.
For Christmas 2021, we decided to purchase forty

copies of the ‘Jesus Storybook Bible’ which is written
by Sally Lloyd-Jones. This version is beautifully
illustrated and is excellent for bible storytelling. Every
story whispers His name.Thanks to the generosity of
donors, we have so far raised 800 euros to purchase
bibles. We will now also be able to buy a selection of
beautiful bibles for adults also. We would like to take
this opportunity to thank all who contributed to this
ministry in a variety of ways.
LECTIO DIVINA/BIBLE STUDY
Every Thursday
evening,
we
continue with
our online Bible
Study
via
Zoom.
Our
group consists
of local people
and,
more
recently, some
people
from
the U.K.. This
online
Bible
study
is
working well
for us, as the
pandemic
continues.
Elderly people
can join us from
the comfort of
their
own
homes
on
winter nights.
At present we are reading our way through the
Gospel of John. Lectio Divina is a prayerful way to
hear God’s voice while reading scripture. It literally
means ‘divine reading’ and is a wonderful step-by-step
way of approaching the Bible for both individuals and
small groups. This practice dates back to the third
century and has been used in many monastic
traditions throughout the centuries. It involves reading
(lectio), meditation (reflection), oratio (respond) and
contemplation (rest). It involves reflecting prayerfully
on the words of scripture with an open mind and an
open heart.

PRAYER MEETING
We have a weekly prayer meeting on Sunday evenings
at 7 p.m.. A group of us gather to pray for individuals
and their needs, the work of Ballina Churches
Together, and also for the life and ministry of the
Diocese.
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Ballina Churches Together

Mothers’ Union

DISCIPLESHIP and DISCIPLEMAKING
Jesus trained his disciples up close and personal. They
walked with Him, talked with Him, ate with Him and
joined with Him in ministering to the needy and in
proclaiming the ‘Good News’ of His kingdom. He
deliberately devoted Himself to twelve men. God is
looking for ministry amateurs. Out of the twelve men
that Jesus chose, not one was trained to be a Rabbi.
All were involved in secular pursuits, fishing, taxcollecting (never very popular!). Amateurs! The word
amateur comes from the Latin word meaning ‘lover’,
They do what they do not for pay but for the sheer
love and joy of it. The early church was a movement
of amateurs.
The work of Ballina Churches Together involves
disciple-making, coming alongside friends and
modelling behaviour on how to love God, how to
serve God, build friendships, read the Bible, tell stories,
ask questions and encourage application in our daily
lives. An application is a simple, practical and personal
action which I take in response to God’s Word.

Mothers’ Union
All Ireland President June Butler completed her three
“Mums in May” walks in Tuam when she came to Skreen
and the Aughris Coastal Path. First of all, about 15 of us
assembled at Skreen Parish Church for morning prayer,
led by the Revd. Canon Noel Regan. Photo taken, about
ten of those present travelled the short distance by car
to Aughris Head.
Three of the party embarked on a shorter walk while
seven folk joined June for the 7km walk. They were the
Diocesan President, Myrtle Nairn and her husband David,
the Diocesan Chaplain Canon Jen McWhirter, Canon
Noel Regan, Branch leader and Diocesan Trustee Audrey
Moore and Diocesan Treasurer Sheila Bourke as well as
Alan Greer, Churchwarden for Skreen Parish.

As the Coastal Path route is short of the 7K required the
group also walked the beach and back towards Aughris
Pier before heading back to the Beach Bar, meeting up
with the others who did the shorter walks and enjoying
a most welcome and tasty lunch before going our
separate ways.Well over the 7K was walked when all was
completed! It was all enjoyable and wonderful in
fellowship.
At the time of writing Mothers’ Union is emphasising and
highlighting the help and support that is available for
victims of domestic abuse and for anybody in our diocese
such support is available particularly from:

Together, Marian and Rosemonde are training,
equipping and releasing a team of volunteers, a group
of disciples. Each person has their own abilities and
gifts. Our work is to disciple and release people to
love others right where they live, work or play!

A message from your
hospital chaplains…
While Canon Jen McWhirter and Provost Lynda Peilow work as hospital
chaplains, in Castlebar and Galway respectively, 2021 has brought huge
changes in the way we work. Gone are the days of us being able to go
into the hospitals, ask for the Church of Ireland / Protestant list and visit
round the wards. The HSE updated all their systems following the cyber
attack earlier this year and the new system no longer allows for lists to
be printed based on religious affiliation. And with COVID still around,
many wards are uncomfortable with us carrying out ‘routine’ visiting
anyway, and we are finding ourselves being told not to visit by ward
managers, except in emergencies. Now we are visiting by request, much
of which is happening to allow for end-of-life spiritual care. But we are
still available and willing to visit. So if you or a family member are in
hospital and would like to see a chaplain, please ask a member of ward
staff who should pass your request onto us.
Thank you.
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Mothers’ Union

LOVE SHOULDN’T HURT

“I know the plans I have in mind for you, declares the Lord; they are plans for peace,
not disaster, to give you a future filled with hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)

SUFFER

BECAUSE OF DOMESTIC ABUSE!
DISRESPECTFUL AND ABUSIVE BEHAVIOUR IS NEVER OK
Does your partner

• make you feel ugly and useless?
• cut you off from family and
friends?
• threaten you to get their own
way?

• blame you for their behaviour?
• never admit they are wrong?
• use the Bible to excuse behaviour
towards you?

FOR SUPPORT, ADVICE AND SIGNPOSTING, CALL
24 Hour National Helpline Freephone 1800 341 900

Open to all women and men affected by domestic & sexual violence
Men’s Aid Ireland 01 5543811
Garda: In an emergency call 999/112
Garda Confidential Freephone Line 1800 555 222
Mothers’ Union: Reg. Charity 2007331 – Revenue 5161

Galway Domestic Abuse Service & Refuge: 091 565985
Sligo Domestic Violence Service: 071 9141515
Mayo Women's Refuge & Support Services: 094 9025409
We pray for the end of this scourge in our society and right across
the world.
Encouragement is offered to our branches and leaders who are
endeavouring to keep the show on the road in these challenging times.
Apart from all the work that MU does locally, in Ireland and abroad it
seems the most valued aspect of it from the members’ viewpoint is
fellowship which may include chat over a cup of tea and that is available
to be shared with anyone who comes along to a meeting or an event
without being a member.
You are welcome!

Greetings from Kajiado
Diocesan Synod
Receive greetings in the name for our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

The 11th Ordinary Session of Synod Assembled at
ACK Emmanuel Cathedral Church, Kajiado on
Thursday 30th September and Friday 1st October,
2021 sends warm greetings to all our local and
international partners in mission.

This Synod notes with appreciation the critical role
played by our partners in mission through their
linkages and partnership with us in holistic mission
and liberation of human kind from all oppressive
forces.

The Synod further took time to pray for all our
partners in mission particularly for the role they
have played in partnering with the Diocese to

alleviate the human suffering caused by the global
COVID-19 pandemic.

FROM
€1995
FULL RANGE OF
LAWNMOWERS &
TRACTOR MOWERS
IN STOCK
DAVY’S LAWNMOWER & TOOL HIRE, BEHY ROAD, BALLINA, CO. MAYO
PH: 096 77989 E: INFO@DAVYSTOOLHIRE.COM
W: WWW.DAVYSTOOLHIRE.COM

The Diocese and I with my family are so grateful
for your support and your prayers not to mention
the gift of a new shepherd staff which is indeed a
sign of love you have for us. The gift was received
with great appreciation and dedicated on 1st
October, 2021 at Emmanuel Cathedral church
during our 11th Ordinary Session of Synod.

We are also grateful for your support for water in
Imaroro. We are so thankful as a Diocese and our
families. May God bless the people of Tuam, Killala
and Achonry.

Wishing you all God's blessings
Rt. Rev. Gaddiel K Lenini

With its origins as a family run company,
all at Wills Bros take pride in the standards
we achieve in our projects, which culminate in
numerous repeat contracts with our clients.

Wills Bros Ltd Civil Engineering Contractors
Ballylahan Bridge, Foxford, County Mayo
T: +353 94 9256221 | E: info@willsbros.com | www.willsbros.com
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Christian Aid

Christian Aid Ireland’s
Christmas appeal
Coping with climate chaos
For a long time, 27-year-old Adut Mariu had no choice but to give her
children water that she knew wasn’t safe.
The river near Adut’s village dries up during periods
of drought, forcing people to walk long distances in
search of water. And it floods during the rainy season,
polluting fragile water sources, killing crops and
destroying homes.

But with support from Irish Aid, the Irish
Government’s overseas development programme,
Christian Aid’s local partner sank a borehole in Adut’s
village, bringing clean water for her children to drink,
whatever the weather.

“We were in desperate need,” Adut said. “To look
after my children, they had to drink the dirty river
water.”

“The water from the hand pump is very good. It’s free
from disease. We drink it with peace of mind.”
It means no more upset tummies from drinking dirty
water. Thanks to this borehole, Adut’s family was safe
the last time the river flooded. “In the autumn it
flooded but we were not going to the river.We drank
the clean water,” Adut said proudly.

The borehole is life-changing but clean water is in
short supply across the region and the borehole is
being used by three times more people than it should
be.
Your gifts this Christmas could help to build more
boreholes, provide seeds and farming tools, and give
mums the chance to set up small businesses to take
care of their families - providing clean water,
nutritious food and a cash income.

People were frequently ill from drinking the water
but the river closest to the village of Biet in the
north-west of South Sudan was the community’s only
water source.

To make matters worse, Adut is also on the frontline
of the climate crisis. South Sudan suffers with drought
and flooding and many areas have been badly hit for
three years in a row. Locust swarms have also
devastated crops.
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Life for Adut has been tough, but so is she. She’s lived
through displacement, conflict, loss and now the
climate crisis. But she is still full of hope for her
children’s futures.

We all do what we can for the children in our lives,
especially at Christmas.

please visit caid.ie/Christmas
or you can make a telephone donation
on 01 496 7040.

To find out more and to donate,

Turlough Nursery

Growers of Top Quality Trees, Shrubs &
Hedging Plants l Department Registered.
‘Plants Grown In The West Of Ireland For
The West Of Ireland For Over 30 Years’
Open Mon-Sat 9am-6pm
CONTACT US
Turlough, Castlebar, Co. Mayo, F23VN59
T: (094) 9022310 W: www.turloughnursery.ie

FISH n TACKLE
We can supply with all the
Equipment to Catch them,
but if that fails, You can get
the finest quality Fish at
Tiernan Brothers Foxford

CONTACT US
T: 094-9256731 E: tiernanbros@eircom.net
W: www.the moy.com

NICHOLAS

PRINS

LESTER HALL & SONS
AGRICULTURAL CONTRACTING/
PLANT HIRE

Parish
News

BUILDING CONSERVATION

Carpentry
Cast iron
Leadwork
Limework
Masonry
Sash windows
HISTORIC ROOF REPAIR
Ballinlig, Beltra
Co Sligo
M: 087–2447542
E: nicholasprins@gmail.com

ACHONRY GROUP

Silage making • Round Bale Silage

St Crumnathy’s Cathedral, Achonry
St George’s, Tubbercurry
Rathbarron
Priest in charge:
Rural Dean Rev’d. Martin Steele
The Rectory, Church Road
Ballina Co. Mayo, F26 X9E8

Whole Crop Silage • Ploughing /re–seeding
Slurry/Muck spreading • Lime Spreading
Tree Felling • Hedgecutting
Tree surgery • Plant Hire

Tel: 096 60829
E-mail: m.steele.1662@gmail.com

•
Mobile: 087 2644518

Archdeacon Ven. Stephen McWhirter
Tel: 085 875 9921
E-mail: vensj@mcwhirter.ie

087 9254255 087 2679919

ARE
YOU...

suffering from financial
difficulties which are causing
hardship and distress?

Help is at hand

Advent is a time of preparation, not only for the
coming of the Christ Child but also for the promise
we have in the second coming of Christ to take his
Church to be with him. It is a time of anticipation and
hope. In this time of vacancy in the Diocese so we also
find ourselves in a time of vacancy as a Group. This
hope, prayerfully supported, will bring about new
beginnings for this Group and an opportunity to
strengthen and grow.
Sunday 24th October marked the last service of The
Rev’d. Peter Norman as Priest in Charge of the Achonry
Group. A presentation was made on behalf of the
Group and while this was an opportunity to say
goodbye and thank you to Rev’d Peter, we would still
hope to see plenty of him in the future as he continues
to live in the parish and looks forward to continuing to

support both the Achonry Group and the wider
Diocese on a more informal basis.We wish both Rev’d.
Peter and Helen every blessing in their retirement.

During this time of vacancy the Parish will be
supported in worship by local Clergy and Readers.
For some of them these are the beginnings of their
ministry and a great opportunity to experience new
parishes and people. I would encourage you to
encourage them in their service and commitment
during this time. This seems an opportune time to
introduce you to Rev’d Martin Steele who has been
appointed as the Rural Dean of Killala and Achonry,
one of Bishop Patrick’s final appointments at Diocesan
Council. Rev’d Martin will hold the administrative
responsibility for the Group and will be supported in
this task and learning by the Archdeacon. Martin
introduces himself:
Dear friends, I am very much looking forward to
serving among and with you during my Diaconal year.
I am delighted and consider it a real pleasure and
privilege to know that I am coming to the Parish
Group as Rural Dean during this time of vacancy. By
way of an introduction, and as a foretaste of things to
come, I thought that I would write a brief outline of
my journey so far. I originally come from Belfast, born
and raised under the shadow of the Shipyard. I
attended secondary school in Bangor, County Down,
(one of the school’s other old boys is the Archdeacon
of Tuam, Killala! & Achonry). I left Ireland to read
Divinity at the University of Aberdeen. I lived in
Aberdeen City and Peterhead and then I returned to

Talk to your Rector about what relief
Protestant Aid can provide, or contact
Protestant Aid directly on

01 668 4298
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Ireland after finishing in 2012. Having attended the
Scottish Episcopal Church, I joined the Church of
Ireland. A friend once said that I suffered from ‘itchy
feet’ and that I could never stay in one place long
enough! My home parish is All Saints’, Eglantine, which
is near the Sprucefield Shopping Centre on the
motorway to Dublin. I have completed two years
residential in the Church of Ireland Theological
Institute in Dublin. It has been wonderful to walk and
explore the city and I hope to do many of the
wonderful walks in and around the Group of Parishes.
I have been told that I tend to ‘blather’ so I will not go
into specifics in the space allotted, but I would say that
my journey has not ended and by God’s grace I will
continue to grow in faith, learning and ministry during
my time with you. I hope that by being with you I will
be strengthened for the task ahead and I know that
as I minister to you that you will also minister to me.
I am looking forward to meeting you and sharing in
our mutual faith and our journey together in beautiful
County Sligo.

AUGHAVAL GROUP

Holy Trinity, Westport
Christ Church, Castlebar
Turlough
St Thomas’, Dugort
Rector:
Revd Canon Jennifer McWhirter
Tel: 098 25127
E-mail: revjkmcwhirter@yahoo.co.uk

As I write notes on a grey November morning
Christmas seems so near and yet so far. Shops are
starting to display Christmas wares. Kizzy has written
her letter to Santa and I’ve started my many lists!
Things seem more ‘normal’ although they aren’t at the
same time. It’s into the paradox that is humanity that
God’s Son was born. King of kings, yet born in a
stable. God, yet in human flesh. Prince of peace, yet in
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I would like to take this opportunity to wish each of you
and your families a Happy and Blessed Christmas, please
stay safe and well and may we all pray for a prosperous
New Year in a world that is free of Covid-19.
Parish Registers
Confirmation: Sunday 26th Sept by Bishop Patrick.

He then came to Castlebar the next day, Sunday 10th Bennett. Saturday 18th September at 1.00pm in
October to confirm Alan Carson, Narissa Conroy, Christchurch, Castlebar
Leah Kilcullen and Lilly McGrath. Following both
services each parish a presentation was made to
Bishop Patrick in thanks for his ministry among us
over the last 10 years.

Dates for the Diary
Carole Service
St Georges, Tubbercurry:
Sun 19th December, 4.00pm Rev’d. Karen Duignan
Rathbarron Church, Killoran:
Sun 19th December, 8.00pm Rev’d Karen Duignan

Christmas Day
Rathbarron Church, Killoran: Holy Communion
10.00am, Rev’d. Peter Norman
St Georges, Tubbercurry: Holy Communion
11.30am, Rev’d. Peter Norman

a world full of human division. As we celebrate the
nativity this year may we be reminded that though the
paradox and frailty of life remains, so too does the
presence of God with us.

With restrictions relaxing a little more, some of the
pressure has eased which has been very welcome. We
are back to full capacity in church, not that capacity
was ever really an issue, but it means that Christmas
services, which are detailed below, will be easier for
everyone. Please come along as you normally would
for those services. I can’t wait to welcome you!

Confirmation
It was a delight to have Bishop Patrick join us for
confirmation before his retirement. He was with us
in Turlough on Saturday 9th October and confirmed
five young people that evening - Louis Campbell, Cian
Fair, Nicole Fair, Niamh Kelly and Lindsay McInerney.

Charlie Daniel Bennett, Son of Jonathan and Jacqueline
Bennett. Saturday 30th October at 2.00pm in
Christchurch, Castlebar

Episcopal vacancy
With the departure of Bishop Patrick on Sunday 31st
October (we wish him,Alison and Susanna well), we find
ourselves part of the new diocese of Tuam, Limerick and
Killaloe. Can I please request that you pray for the
Electoral College as they meet over the coming months
to appoint a new bishop for our diocese.

From the registers
Christian Burial: Sue Minish, Knappagh, Westport,
Saturday 16th October at 10.30am, followed by burial
in Knappagh graveyard.

Holy Baptism
Emily Marie Bennett, daughter of Jason and Alannah

Holy Matrimony
Emer Smith and Wesley Gavin, in Holy Trinity,
Westport, on Friday 5th November at 1.00pm.
Service conducted by Canon Jen McWhirter and Fr
Charlie O’Donnell

Dates for the diary
200th Anniversary service in Turlough Parish Church on
Saturday 27th November at 8.00pm. Preacher - The
Archbishop’s Commissary, the Ven. Stephen McWhirter.
Christmas 2021
Carol Services
Sat 18th Dec 8.00pm - Turlough Parish Church
Sun 19th Dec 10.00am - Christchurch, Castlebar
Sun 20th Dec 11.30am - Holy Trinity, Westport

Christmas Eve 6.00pm - Turlough Parish
Christmas Eve 8.00pm - Holy Trinity, Westport
Christmas Day 10.00am - Christchurch, Castlebar
Christmas Day 11.30am - Holy Trinity, Westport

There will be no services on Sunday 26th December
in Castlebar and Westport, and no service in Turlough
on Saturday 1st January. Services will proceed as
normal on Sunday 2nd January.
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ST. THOMAS, DUGORT

Achill Island
Ordained Local Minister:
Revd Maebh O’Herlihy
Tel: 087 2789912
E-mail: maebhoh@gmail.com

St Paul’s Church, Collooney. Eight candidates, Emilee,
Maebh, Glen, Aisling, Marie, Louise, Freddie and Emma
were confirmed. In addition, over this weekend, we had
a display of artwork of St Paul’s undertaken by Sligo
Grammar School. The intention was for this to be
displayed as part of St Paul’s 300th anniversary in 2020
but the pandemic put paid to that. However, we were
able to display not only the Batik work (see pictures)

We were saddened to hear of the death of Michael
Gibbs on Inishbiggle. Our thoughts and prayers are
with Chris and their family. There will be a memorial
service for Michael on Sunday 28th November at
11.30am in St Thomas’, Dugort.
Service this Christmas are as follows:
Carol Service
5th December at 11.30am

else the best in your new diocese of Tuam, Limerick and
Killaloe. I am personally grateful to all my colleagues,
who while remaining friends, will be outside my
immediate loop but I hope we will still be able to meet
up from time to time and I am also grateful for my time
in the chapter of the diocesan cathedrals and the lovely
parting gift of a photo of St Mary’s, Tuam. May God
bless us all in our new dioceses!
On Saturday November 6th I embarked on my annual
sponsored cycle ride. Circumstances had made it
impossible to undertake this but our arrival in a new
diocese on November 1st seemed a great opportunity
to have a go at getting to know our new friends
although I always suspected the weather might be a
challenge. We set off from the Rectory early in the

BALLISODARE GROUP

Holy Trinity, Ballisodare
St Paul’s, Collooney
Emlaghfad, Ballymote
Rector: Canon Dr Andrew Ison
Tel: 071 9133217
Mob: 089 2221483
rev.andrew.ison@gmail.com
www.ballisodare.achonry.anglican.org

On Sunday October 24th we welcomed Bishop Patrick
for his final visit as the bishop of the United Diocese of
Tuam, Killala and Achonry to a confirmation service at

but also a large display of ceramic tiles. The work is
exceptional and we are currently looking at ways to
preserve the works and put them on permanent display.

The retirement of Bishop Patrick also meant our
transfer to our new diocese of KEA which meant a
moving on to pastures new, while not actually moving
at all. However, as the Ballisodare group moved, we are
grateful for our history in TKA and for all the good
wishes everyone gave us and we too wish everyone

Rector: The Very Revd Lynda Peilow
Tel: 091 521914
Email: rector@stnicholas.ie
Revd Carole Reynolds Tel : 087 6067848
Rev Alistair Doyle Tel : 086 608 1223
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
stnicholasgalway/
YouTube https://youtu.be/0cpkIQfv1fA

Revd Carole Reynolds

Rev Alistair Doyle

morning and headed out to Strandhill stopping for
coffee and cake at Shells, where our new dean met us.
We went past St Anne’s continuing on into Sligo and
heading up to St Columba’s in Drumcliffe before
heading back into Sligo and calling at Calry Parish
church and then heading off to Taunagh Church in
Riverstown before heading back to the Rectory. A
round trip of some 75 km. Hopefully we raised some
money to support our churches and I will give an
update in due course.
In addition, we have had two funerals, that of Shirley
Shaw a long term resident at Cloonamahon just
outside Collooney, and Dorothy Bourke, who has
been part of St Paul’s forever. Both deeply missed by
family, friends, carers and parishioners alike.

Burial
St Paul’s, Collooney
26 September 2021, Shirley SHAW, service at
Cloonamahon followed by burial in St Mary’s Church,
Kilmacshalgan, Dromore West (aged 72 years)
28 September 2021, Dorothy BOURKE, Knockbeg,
Collooney (aged 85 years)
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GALWAY & KILCUMMIN
GROUP

Best Wishes
We send our good wishes to Canon
Jen, as she embarks into the realm of
editor of Tidings! We thank her for
taking on this role which enables us
to keep in touch with the diocese.
We also assure the Archdeacon of
our prayers as he assumes the role
of Commissary for the diocese.
Christmas Greetings
We wish our editor and all Tidings
readers a very happy and peaceful
Christmas.

Rev Alistair
Rev Alistair Doyle began his diaconate year with us
last month and has settled very quickly. It will take him
time to get to know everyone, but he has already
received a very warm welcome.

Holy Baptisms: Art Brian Hickey, son of Sally
Kingston and Leon Hickey was baptized on Sunday
20th September. May he shine as a light in the world
to the glory of God the Father.
Sunday Service: The early morning Sunday service has
returned.The service is at the earlier time of 8.30am.

Midweek Service:Our midweek service will resume
on Wednesday 10th November at 10.30am. The
Chatty Crafters are moving their day to a Wednesday
so that they can join for the service and have their
gathering afterwards.

Good Wishes: We send our heartiest congratulations
to Rev Caroline Morrow and Rev Clive Moore on
their ordination to the priesthood; and to Rev Martin
Steele on his ordination to the diaconate, and to his
deacon internship in Kilmoremoy Union. We assure
them of our prayerful support and send them our
good wishes.We wish Rev Peter Norman every good
wish on his retirement.
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The Bishop’s Galway Farewell
The Bishop, Alison and Susanna joined us on Sunday,
3rd October at 11am for the Bishop’s St Nicholas
parish farewell. It was very special service and an
outside cuppa meant that everyone got the
opportunity to wish him well.

Culture Night: We were delighted to be part of Culture
Night again this year. The church was lit up and a focal
point in Galway for this year’s celebration.

Bishops Farewell: It was our great honour and privilege
to host Bishop Patrick's farewell service on 24th
October. The diocese gathered to say goodbye to Bishop
Patrick, Alison, and Susanna, following ten years as our
Bishop, and 43 years ordained.The service took the form
of Evensong, and a particular word of thanks to Mark
Duley, and the choir for their wonderful ministry and
input. Also, to our churchwardens Glenn and Roxanne
and their team of stewards and to Matt who was on AV.
Everyone put their heart and energy into ensuring that
the bishop and his family were celebrated and thanked,
as they launch into a new chapter of life. Last but by no
means least a huge word of thanks to Olive Maher who,
in line with all Covid regulations, prepared the 'picnic'
supper for all to enjoy.Along with a glass of wine or water,
everyone was treated to a picnic box.A lot of sandwiches
for one person to prepare but Olive did so with much
care and love.

The Christmas Fayre: Saturday 4th December - indoors
and outdoors, and all depending on government Covid
19 guidelines. Obviously, the Fayre will be different than
previous years because of our limitations with Covid,
but it will be a great opportunity for friendship, service,
and fellowship.

Parish News

Gradam: We were delighted to receive our Gaillimh le
Gaeilge 2020 Award on Thursday 28th October, a year
late due to the pandemic. It is a beautifully specially
commissioned Judy Greene Pottery piece awarded by
the judges for excellence and also attaining a high
standard in the first year of entering the competition Bronadh Speisialta na Moltoiri.

to her children Chris,Angelina, and Jamie at this sad and
difficult time.

Mary Thomson - The funeral took place of Mary
Thomson on Thursday 21st October. It was clear that
Mary was much loved and respected in the parish and
prior to her illness dedicated, hard-working and a
devoted member of the parish family, serving God in a
variety of ways.We extend our deepest sympathy to her
family, especially James, Sarah, and Lucinda. The rector
was joined by The Very Rev Tom Gordon,The Very Rev
Leslie Forrest, and the bishop such was the respect and
esteem Mary, and her family were held in.

Deepest Sympathy
We extend our love and prayers to several of our
parishioners at this time; to Paul Hardy on the death of
his father, to Catherine Moore Temple on the death of
her sister, and brother-in-law; to Heather Martin on the
unexpected loss of both her brothers with five weeks
This year we were finalists yet again and attended the
and to Alice Holland on the death or her brother. Such
Awards Ceremony on 4th November at the G Hotel,
difficult and trying times, and may we surround them all
and to our surprise and joy, Eaglais Colaisteach San
Nioclais was announced as the category and their families with our prayerful support at this time.
winner. Catherine Moore Temple received the award
from the Minister for the Gaeltacht Jack Chambers. Christmas
A very special note of thanks to Catherine Moore At the time of writing there are many factors which
Temple and Steven Ellis for their vision and will determine our usual Christmas services, namely
oversight. Catherine and Steve were interviewed by the restrictions surrounding Covid 19 and our duty of
care to one another. The Civic Carol Service is
Moltoiri last month.
planned to take place on Sunday 19th December at
Compline: This service will be live streamed on 4th, 11th, 4pm, this may be subject to change.

and 18th November on facebook on Thursdays at 8pm.
It is the turn of our Chorale Scholars to sing through
November.The choral scholars join us from NUIG, and
they come from across the world and the country, some
are local and are given the opportunity by NUIG to sing
in St Nicholas’ under the direction of Mark Duley.

Reordering: As we move forward and adopt our
conservation management plan, we look forward to
experimenting with the layout of the church for liturgy
and worship in January.

Friday 24th Dec - Christmas Eve - 9.00pm
The First Eucharist of Christmas
Saturday 25th Dec Christmas Day - 11.00am
Eucharist for Christmas Day
Friday, 31st Dec at 11.30pm– New Year’s Eve Vigil,
and the ringing in of the bells for 2022.

Olwen Mespam – The funeral took place of Olwen
Mespam on Tuesday 26th October. We send our
thoughts and prayers to her husband Christopher, and

Kilcummin
A lot of work has been done to the church over the
past seven months. Faulty ridge tiles were removed,

Remembrance Sunday
We joined with the Augustinian Church for an
ecumenical service on All Souls Day. It was a moving
evening and, amid such a difficult two years, the service
brought some comfort to bereaved families, as members
of the congregation lit a candle to remember loved one
who have died.
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Sun 28th November- 5.00pm Advent Procession - A
dramatic candlelit service of music, readings, and
movement - the perfect preparation for the festive season!

At present our services are broadcast online on the
platform of facebook, and we also have a zoom link.
Please contact one of the clergy if you would like the link.
Bear with us as we are learning, adapting, and adopting
to this new form of outreach! On this note, thank you
to the AV team, Matt, Damola, Michelle, Nelson and
Dottie for their patience, willingness to learn.
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decayed ridge board replaced, strengthening collar ties
inserted and a steel ridge capping fitted. Removal of
fibreglass insulation, which was tightly packed above
the plastered ceiling in the older part of the church,
could only be done by taking down the entire ceiling!
With additional battens attached to the underside of
the rafters, new insulation was inserted leaving lots of
air space above and the ceiling was then reinstated
and painted.

Attention then moved to removing and replacing the
wooden bell headstock – a major operation involving
the making of a special steel frame to support the bell
while mounting bolts were loosened so that the
decayed headstock removed. Many thanks to local
man, John Geoghegan, who kindly donated a large
piece of well-seasoned oak which was expertly sized,
shaped and fitted by local engineer, Tom Healy’s
carpenters.With that work completed it was great to
be able to ring the bell again after a long period of
silence on Friday 10th September.
Since then, capping has also been fitted to the stone
barges, all of which were causing water to enter the
walls below. It is also hoped to fit new gutters as large

sections of the existing ones are badly rusted and
beyond repair.

We again acknowledge the offer of grant aid from the
Heritage Council for work to both ceiling and bell.
We are also most grateful for the expert advice of
Conservation Architect Gerry Mc Manus in relation
to all work being carried out, to Kenneth Carr who
made up the strong metal cradle for supporting the
bell and to Tom Welby who made up and donated a
new pulley wheel for the bell rope.

Thank you to Leslie Lyons, Rector’s Churchwarden for
this information.

It was with a heavy heart we said goodbye to our dear
friend Hilary Thomas as she returns to England to be
closer to her family. Hilary and her husband Roger
spent many happy years in Oughterard and were
active members of our congregation. We wish Hilary
well on this new stage of her life.

We would like to extend our sympathies to Kay
Dunne and her son Paul, on the death of Seán, beloved
husband and father, in September.

D I O C E S E O F T U A M , K I L L A L A A N D A C H O N RY

• Most suitably Appointed
Funeral Parlour Facilities Available
• All Preparations & Arrangement Made
• Repatriation to and from Ireland
• Cremation Service
• Member of I.A.F.D.
Telephone (091) 582349
Fax (091) 584469
Funeral Parlour:
Munster Avenue, Galway
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Contact: Revd Andrew Ison
E:rev.andrew.ison@gmail.com T:

KILLALA GROUP

St Michael’s, Ballina (Kilmoremoy)
Killanley Church, Castleconnor
Kilglass, St Anne’s, Easkey
St Patrick's Cathedral, Killala
St John's, Ballycastle
St Mary's, Crossmolina
Rector:
Ven.
Stephen
McWhirter
Tel: 096 60829 & 085 875 9921.
www.stmichaelsballina.killala.anglican.org
www.kilmoremoy.killala. anglican.org

As we begin to look forward to Advent and Christmas
we can rejoice that this year may resemble something
more of what we are used to.With our churches once
again opened to capacity we hope to see friends and
relations who have travelled home to join with us over
the Christmas period. While restrictions have eased
considerably in the last weeks we still advise caution,
adhering to social distancing where possible and the
wearing of masks is still required in churches.

congregations it encouraging to see young people
commit to their faith.

Ordinations
September provided a month of continued celebrations
with the ordination of the Rev’d. Martin Steele as
Deacon Intern serving in St Michael’s. Martin is already
making his mark felt within the parish and wider
community, and is welcoming anyone who would like to
visit at the Rectory, you are encouraged to call him to
arrange a visit.We are, of course, delighted to see Rev’d.
Clive and Rev’d. Caroline ordained as priests, following
a full year of work as Deacons we are delighted to share
in their celebrations at Holy Communion and wish them
all every blessing in their future ministries.

Institution & Confirmation
I was delighted to be instituted to the Killala Union on
Sunday 17th October.This was a small service, although
attended by representatives of each Parish and from the
wider Killala Group. I look forward to settling into the
work we can achieve together as a Group and the
security this gives us all for the future. Congratulations
also to Rev’d Jen who was installed as Canon to the
Prebendaries of Killaraght & Kilmovee, a delight for Jen
and I to be instituted and installed during the same
service. A presentation was made by Rev’d. Clive, on
behalf of the Union, to Rev’d. Jen marking her time there
as Priest in Charge. On the same day we enjoyed the
confirmation of Emily and Matthew Ryan in St Patrick’s
Cathedral, Killala and Ross Rolston in Kilglass parish.
Both families enjoyed their day and as wider

89 2221483
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Sadness
As we celebrate as the people of God so we endure the
sadness of loss. We were all saddened by the sudden loss
of Willie McGreal at the beginning of October.Willie was
a widely known and popular member of St Patrick’s and
active in his support of the North Mayo Old Engine and
Tractor Club. It was lovely to see a cortege of old vehicles,
including Willie’s own, coming out in support of the family.

The Parish of St Michael’s was saddened in hearing of
the passing of Eleanor Wills. Eleanor has struggled with
poor health over the last few years, yet fought against
this with fortitude. Her family are particularly grateful
to their brother Stanley who looked after not only
Eleanor but also their dad Arthur in his last years. She
was an active and supportive member in all aspects of
parish life and in particular her commitment to the
Mother’s Union.We extend our sympathies and support
of continued prayer to both the McGreal and Wills
families.

Parish News

On the road
A huge thank you to Charles Wills who took me on a
tour of the new motorway and by-pass he’s building me
for a quicker journey to Ballina! It was a great
experience and Charles took time to introduce me to
some of the key workers on the project.There’s a lot in
building roads and it was a most enlightening and
enjoyable afternoon.
Many people continue to shield and for very good

Dates for the Diary
Carol Services
St Anne’s, Easkey - Sunday 12th December
St Patrick’s Cathedral - Sunday 12th December 4.00pm
St Mary’s, Crossmolina - Sunday 12th December 8.00pm
Kilglass - Thursday 16th Dec 8.00pm
St Michael’s Ballina - Sunday 19th December 4.00pm
Killanley, Castleconnor - Sunday19th December 4.00pm
St John’s, Ballycastle - Sunday 19th December 8.00pm

In memory of Belle Carnegie a beautiful flagon was
presented.

And in memory of Madeleine Close an audio system.
The Bishop gave thanks for the lives and service of these
three beloved parishioners and great use will be made
of each gift.

There was just time for a quick cup of tea, an even
quicker chat and then it was back to church for the
Confirmation service of Ross Rolston. During his
address Bishop Patrick invited the congregation to take
one of their shoes off in order to examine our soles and
also our souls. It is good that I was sitting far enough
away that no-one could see the hole in my socks!

Christmas
St Patrick’s Cathedral - Christmas Eve 6.00pm
Kilglass - Christmas Eve 10.00pm
Ballycastle - Christmas Eve 6.00pm

Engagements
Over the last few weeks we have been delighted with
the happy news of forthcoming weddings in 2022; firstly
for us as a family with the engagement of our daughter
Harvest to Aaron Holland on Harvest’s Birthday, 18th
October. Then, as the family of the Church, we are all
delighted with the news of the engagement of Rev’d.
Clive and Grace Sweeney. Clive and Grace are well
known to us all and we wish both couples every
happiness and blessing for their futures together.

Killanley - Christmas Day 10.00am
Easkey - Christmas Day 10.00am
Ballina - Christmas Day 11.30am
Crossmolina - Christmas Day 12noon

Please note there will be no services on
Sunday 26th December.

reason, so if we cannot meet over the Christmas period
I would like to take this opportunity to wish each of you
and your families a Happy and Blessed Christmas, please
stay safe and well and may we all pray for a prosperous
New Year in a world that is free of Covid-19.

Parish Register
Confirmation: Rolston, Ross, in Kilglass Parish Church
on Sunday 17th October 2021 by The Rt. Rev’d Patrick
Rooke Bishop of Tuam, Killala & Achonry.
Ryan, Emily, in St Patrick’s Cathedral, Killala on Sunday
17th October 2021 by The Rt. Rev’d Patrick Rooke
Bishop of Tuam, Killala & Achonry.
Ryan, Matthew, in St Patrick’s Cathedral, Killala on
Sunday 17th October 2021 by The Rt. Rev’d Patrick
Rooke Bishop of Tuam, Killala & Achonry.

Burials: McGreal, Isaac William (Willie) aged 76,
Mullafarry, Killala, in St Patrick’s Cathedral, Killala on 6th
October 2021 followed by cremation, service
conducted by Ven. Stephen McWhirter.
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Wills, Eleanor Frances aged 91, Ballyholan, Ballina in St
Michael’s, Ballina
on 10th October 2021 followed by interment in the
Church Yard, service conducted by Ven. Stephen
McWhirter, Canon Andrea Wills and Rev’d Clive Moore.

ST ANNE’S, EASKEY
& KILGLASS PARISH
Revd Karen Duignan
Phone: 087 2200 638
E-mail: kgduignan@gmail.com
September brought wonderful news for David and
Daphne Higgins. Their son Jonathan and his wife Laura
welcomed their first child, a beautiful baby girl called Julia
Grace. We wish them every blessing for the future.

On Sunday 17th October we got full value from the last
visit of Bishop Patrick. At 4pm a service of dedication of
gifts was held in Kilglass:

In memory of Brenda Reid a Bishop’s Chair (which the
Bishop told us is very comfortable). The chair is made
from wood that Norman Reid saved for many years and
no nails or glue was used in its manufacture.

On the subject of souls: I was privileged to be at The
Bishop’s final service in Tuam on the Eve of All Souls when
he laid down his crosier on the Communion Table and
walked off into the sunset. We wish him a long and happy
retirement.
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KILLANLEY –
CASTLECONNOR
Revd Caroline Morrow
Phone: 087 2053996
E-mail: cmorrow1963@gmail.com
Its been quite a busy few week since our last Tidings
publication. We are now in the month of November.
The year is certainly flying by. Things are somewhat
getting back to some sense of normality.

On Sunday 19th September I was ordained priest
alongside my colleague Revd. Clive Moore.The service
took place in St. Michael’s Church, Ballina. We were
indeed fortunate to have more people in attendance
due to restrictions being eased somewhat. What
made it even more special was that it was the final
ordinations that Bishop Patrick would officiate at, due
to his forthcoming retirement. It was indeed a very
special day with Bishop John Fleming, the Roman
Catholic bishop of Killala also in attendance alongside
many of my own clergy colleagues.

On Sunday 26th September I celebrated a service of
the Holy Communion in Killanley and was so humbled
to see many of my parishioners, along with neighbours
and friends, come to join in the celebration with me.
Nursing home visits have begun again so I was thrilled
to get the chance to celebrate Communion in both
the Moy Ridge and Ard na Greine Nursing Homes. I
hope to make this a monthly service.

I got the chance to attend my first ever clergy
conference in Adare in mid October. This conference
was held in conjunction with the clergy of Limerick
and Killaloe. It was a chance to meet up and get to
know one another.
May I take this opportunity to wish all of you a very
happy and peaceful Christmas

SKREEN GROUP

Skreen
Christ Church, Dromard
St Mary’s, Kilmacshalgan, Dromore West
Priest in Charge: Canon Noel Regan
Phone: 071 9166253
Mobile: 086 8875714
Email: revnoelregan@hotmail.com

Christmas in the churches
Sunday 19th December .
Dromard
10.00a.m. Carol Service
Skreen
11.00 a.m. Carol Service
Dromore West 12 Noon Carol Service
Christmas Eve, 24th December
Dromore West. 7.00 p.m. H.C.
Christmas Day 25th December
Dromard 10.00 a.m. H.C.
Skreen. 11.00 a.m. H.C.

This has been the month of Harvest Services. We
celebrated with quite a good attendance on Friday
29th October. It was good to see so many visitors in Sunday 26th December No Service
the church. A huge thank you to the ladies who
decorated the church. It was a very homely feel. Sunday 2nd January 2022.
Unfortunately tea had to be postponed due to the rise 10.00a.m. 11.00a.m. and 12 noon as per usual.
in covid numbers. Roll on next year.
Time moves so quickly and it is hard to believe we are
Some of our young people have begun their first year once again approaching the Season of Advent. The
in colleges throughout the country whilst others have remarkably good weather has extended the summer
started apprenticeships. We wish them well with their right into the Winter months. Some hardy annuals
endeavours. And know that you are all in our prayers
have been swimming in the sea to the 1st November.
constantly.
John Gawley, the Parish Reader in Killanley has
announced his intention to begin his studies for
Diocesan Reader. We wish him well and please keep
him in your prayers as he begins his studies in the new
year.
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Harvest Services were held in all three churches and
it was lovely to see the witness to the ancient promise
“that while the earth remaineth seedtime and harvest
shall not fail”.Thank you to those who decorated and
provided material.

M.U.
Mrs. June Butler, All Ireland President of the M.U.
visited Skreen Church on the 9th September.The visit
commenced with a service in Skreen which was
followed by a walk at Aughris Head.This was followed
by an excellent lunch in The Beach Bar at Aughris. Mrs.
Butler thanked the branch for their work and gave a
brief account of the work overseas and its importance
especially in developing countries.

As we come to the close of the year we are very
aware of those who may find that time of the year a
burden. The lack of sunshine together with the long
dark nights can cause a sense of isolation, especially
for those who are living alone. We remember
especially those who because of illness or infirmity are
no longer able to live in their own homes. We think
especially of Mrs. Hazel Moore and also Mrs. Rita
Burrows and Mr. Ivan Magee who are in Nursing
Homes and away from their families. The pandemic
also adds to the isolation as neighbours don’t visit as
they once did.

Baptism
Archie Higgins, son of Neville and Bernie Higgins was
baptised in Skreen Church on the 5th September.
Canon Noel was joined by Fr. Michael Gilroy for the Christmas is a time to say thank you to all who work
Sacrament.
in different ways to keep our churches together and
who through their daily living bring the message of the
Confirmation
Gospel to the communities in which they live and to
Fred Mitchell and Ella Pearce of Dromard were the wider world. May this Christmas be a time of
confirmed on the 26th September in St. Paul’s peace and blessing to all who celebrate the birth of
Collooney and St. George’s Tubbercurry. This was the Christ Child.
Bishop Patrick’s last visit to these churches before his
retirement.
Happy Christmas everyone.

Bereavements
We extend sympathy to the family of Shirley Shaw of
Cloonamahon and late of Dunmadden , Dromorewest
who died on 23rd September 2021. Shirley was
predeceased by her parents Willie and Anna Shaw and
her brother Winston. She been a resident of
Cloonamahon for the greater part of her life. Canon
Dr. Andrew Ison conducted the service in
Cloonamahon and the internment took place in the
family plot at St. Mary’s, Kilmacshalgan.

A Memorial Service was held in memory of Mr. Edwin
Armstrong who died in London on the 8th October.
Edwin had a number of relations in the area many of
whom attended the service. He was predeceased by
his brother Roland who died in December 2016. We
extend sympathy to Edwin’s sisters Irene and Ruth
and the family circle.

HAPPY

Christmas

Historic Service
In what can only be described as a very moving, sad
and yet dignified service of Holy Communion was
celebrated in St. Mary’s Cathedral Tuam on Sunday
31st October. As Bishop Patrick laid the Crozier on
the alter after the blessing, it marked the end of the
United Diocese of Tuam, Killala and Achonry . From
the 1st November 2021 we became Tuam, Limerick
and Killaloe.
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STRAID PARISH,
FOXFORD &
CLAREMORRIS

Priest–in–charge: Canon Andrea Wills
Tel: 094 9256403; Mobile 086 261 7572
Foxford: 10.00 a.m. every Sunday
Claremorris: 12 noon in McWilliam
Park Hotel – 1st Sunday of the month
andreajwills@gmail.com

Ella Maeve Smyth was baptised in Foxford Church on
Saturday 2nd October, following in the footsteps of her
big brother Theo. Congratulations to her parents June
and Brian on such a happy day. The family live in Abu
Dhabi.

In our little parish we look out for each other and stand
together in the good days and the bad.
We rejoice in baptisms, impending weddings and feel
deeply for those who are ill and those who have lost
loved ones.
We look forward to at least three weddings next year
and some baptisms even sooner. We also are delighted
to welcome new members who have moved into the
area.

Nonetheless, we face the future, whatever it holds,
with confidence and hope, certain in the expectation
that God will watch over us and guide us. Please
remember in your prayers all those who are tasked
with electing a Bishop for our United Dioceses,
especially those from TKA and L&K.

We stand firm in prayer with James McGreal and all the
McGreal family on the sudden death of his brother
Willie in Killala.

We give thanks that those who were in hospital and in
our prayers who have returned home and are making
good progress, especially Amelia who had to spend time
in Castlebar and then Crumlin Hospital in Dublin and
undergo an operation. She was so brave.
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St Mary’s Cathedral, Tuam
St Mary’s, Cong
St John the Baptist, Aasleagh
Rector:The Very Revd Alistair Grimason
Tel: 094 9546909
Mob.: +353 85 2821073
Email: deantuam@gmail.com

held in both Cong and Tuam during October.
Something approaching normality reigned with folk
being able to sing the familiar hymns, albeit through
their masks, and tea being served afterwards. Many
thanks to all who prepared church and cathedral for
these services and who provided the refreshments.

Confirmation
The sacrament of Confirmation was celebrated by
Bishop Patrick in St. Mary's, Cong on 31st October.This
year we had five candidates; Chloe Mullin, Clodagh
Diocese and Parish
Loftus, Grace Wolfe, Leona Diskin and Jonathan
It has been a busy month in the Diocese of Tuam, O'Loughlin. It was a happy and moving occasion,
Killala and Achonry, now and since the 1st November especially given that these young people would be the
2021 a part of the larger United Diocese of Tuam, last to be confirmed by Bishop Patrick as a serving
Limerick and Killaloe. The final steps towards this bishop.. Tea was served afterwards outside in beautiful
unification were taken at the respective Diocesan autumnal sunshine. We pray that God's Blessing will rest
Synods of TKA, and Limerick and Killaloe, on 25th upon all those confirmed and encourage and guide them
September. For ourselves in this parish, it was joy on their continuing journey of faith.
tinged with sadness to host the Diocesan Synod. Joy,
because we in Tuam always look forward to
Bishop Patrick’s final service
welcoming our Diocesan Family to St. Mary's
During a celebration of the Holy Communion in St.
Cathedral. Sadness, because we were acutely aware
Mary's Cathedral Tuam, Bishop Patrick laid down his
that this was the last Diocesan Synod of a stand-alone
crozier, a symbol of his diocesan episcopate, and took
TKA, the last time Bishop Patrick would preside at a
his leave of us to begin what we hope will be a long
TKA Synod and probably the last time a Synod will be
and restful retirement.
held in St. Mary's Cathedral.

We will miss Bishop Patrick and his regular visits to
Foxford and to the service in Claremorris. His
encouragement was always so appreciated and also the
timely, wise words of his sermons.We wish him, Alison
and Susanna all the blessings in the world.

Brian Clayton was well known to us in Foxford church
and after the death of his wife Jo ten years ago, who
was so much part of our parish, he sometimes joined
us when at his home in Massbrook. He spent some of
his time in Malaysia and remarried Mildred there. They
had spent the last while here in Ireland and
unfortunately he passed away quietly aged 85 on 28th
September, with cremation service taking place on 5th
October in the presence of his family. A pilot with Aer
Lingus, he had travelled the world. He loved fishing on
Lough Conn and was way before his time with his ideas
about climate change and the “green” agenda. We
deeply sympathise with Adam, Sindy and Sebastian on
the loss of their father.

TUAM GROUP

It was great to be able to have the Harvest Thanksgiving
service and hear the harvest hymns again. The church
was so nicely decorated and it was like old times except
we couldn’t have tea afterwards or invite a large
congregation.

Harvest Thanksgiving
Our annual services of thanksgiving for harvest were

The Dean preached, the lessons were read by Canon
Andrew Ison and Archdeacon Stephen McWhirter, the
intercessions were read by Canon Doris Clements
and the Bishop was assisted at the communion by
Provost Lynda Peilow.We were privileged to have with
us Archbishop Neary, Fr Pat Farragher, from the
Cathedral of the Assumption, and Ronnie and Maggie
Briggs of the Water Drops Charity with which the
TKA has links.

We had hoped to get some work done on the tower
this year but in conjunction with the Heritage Office
from Mayo County Council, the Diocesan Architect and
the contractor it was decided to defer until next year
and put in a new more wide ranging application.
In the meantime the tarmac on the path from the gate
to the church door, has been replaced thanks to
Charles.
We look forward to having our Carol Service on 19th
December.

35

Parish News

Parish News

Carol Services
Tuam, 19th December, 12 noon.
Cong, 19th December, 4pm
Christmas Day
Cong, Holy Communion, 10am
Tuam, Holy Communion, 12 noon

Please note: There will be no services in either Cong
or Tuam on Sunday 26th December.

At the tea after the service, the Dean made
presentations to Canon Ison and Canon Clements on
their retirement from The Chapter. Gifts were given
to Alison and Susanna Rooke and a cake in the shape
of a cathedral, specially commissioned for the
occasion, was given to Bishop Patrick. Our thanks to
all those who worked tirelessly to have everything in
place for this unique service and it's aftermaths.

Institution
On Friday 8th October the Dean expanded his 'kingdom'
when Bishop Patrick Instituted him to the Parish of
Omey Group (Clifden, Moyard, Roundstone and
Errislannan) which is now part of the new Cure of Tuam.
It was heartening to see such a large turnout on a
miserable Connemara evening. Rod Teck, Debbie
Watkins and Frankie Thornburgh read the lessons and
all the churchwardens played their part in 'The Great
Perambulation'. Alannah Robins presided at the organ
and tea was served after the service when Charlie
Bourke made a presentation to the bishop.
Our thanks to everyone involved in the evening.

Congratulations
Our best wishes and blessings go to all those in TKA
who were ordained and introduced in the diocese
during the past number of weeks. Rev Martin Steele
was made deacon to serve his internship in
Kilmoremoy. Rev Alistair Doyle as Pastoral Assistant
in Galway. And Clive Moore and Caroline Morrow
ordained priests for the parishes of Crossmolina and
Ballycastle, and the parish of Killanley.
Canon Jen McWhirter experienced a 'double
whammy' as her Installations to the Chapters of Tuam
and Killala Cathedrals took place.

Christmas services
Advent is not far away with Christmas following hot
on its heels. Particular Services will be:

36

And finally.......
On a lighter yet significant note, it is almost unheard
of that a serving member of the TKA clergy team gets
engaged to be married. So it is with congratulations
that we extend our very best wishes to Rev Clive
Moore and Ms Grace Sweeny who announced their
engagement just days before these notes were
written. God Bless Them Both!

A note from Roundstone
The Bishop’s last visit to Roundstone was followed by a
lunch hosted by Rosie and Rob Johnson at their
beautifully rebuilt home, Murvey Lodge. Most of the
congregation attended and many brought edible
contributions. The Bishop was thanked for his support
and a tribute was also paid to Stewart and Margaret
Freeman for their many years of service to St Mary’s,
which we hope will continue, perhaps at a gentler pace.
The last service of the year was held in Roundstone
on October 31st, followed by a very brief Vestry
Meeting to adopt the Charity Regulations.We will not
be able to hold a service on Christmas day.

The ashes of Roger Bennett were interred on
October the 29th after a service taken by the Priest
in Charge, the Very Reverend Alistair Grimason. The
scattering of ashes in the Churchyard is forbidden by
church regulations, although many Connemara visitors
ask to have their ashes scattered on a favourite beach
or fishing spot.

Many thanks to all those who have helped to maintain
the church and the grounds by mowing and strimming,
and by cleaning and other help in the church.

We are also extremely grateful to all those whose
contributions have helped to pay for the upkeep and
the overheads of the parish, particularly the generosity
of Isobel and Brian Leigh-Bramwell and David
Simpson. We have very few resident parishioners, but
Roundstone has a very loyal group of regular visitors,
without whom we could not survive.

We wish all our supporters a very Happy Christmas

Bishop Patrick’s Presidential Address
to the TKA Diocesan Synod on 25th September 2021 (abridged)
Bishop Patrick started his eleventh presidential address
with “mixed emotions” as he acknowledged this would
be the final time he would stand before us at a TKA
Diocesan Synod, due to his retirement on 31st October,
which would bring about the new United Dioceses of
Tuam, Limerick and Killaloe and the transfer of Ballisodare
Parish to the diocese of Elphin.

Bishop Patrick read part of his very first Presidential
address from September 2011 where he drew attention
to the circumstances of his being appointed bishop and
the hurt and frustration at that time. He compared that
to now where, “our heads are firmly held high, we have
shown integrity, a willingness to compromise and a desire
to do what is best for the whole church…”

He then talked about the importance of family and the
fact that we in TKA are family. He pointed out that this
family would now be extended, "through the marriage of
two united dioceses,” and he thanked all concerned for
the, “spirit with which you have begun to approach this
impending marriage…”

September, the arrival of the new deacon in Galway and
the impending retirements which would make changes to
the clergy team.

He acknowledged the support he had enjoyed from his
“Heathers,”
in
their
role
as
diocesan
secretary/administrator and offered thanks to Audrey
Shannon, the Diocesan Registrar.

He then went on to speak of the Alternative Pathways
group, especially BCT and the Sacred Path and paid
tribute to all involved. He was pleased that there had
been such a good response to the Lent project this year,
stating, “What a splendid team effort it was as we read
together the full canon of scripture over a six-week
period… This effort epitomised the family that we are in
these United Dioceses...”

He bade farewell to Archbishop Michael Neary who had
announced his own retirement wishing him, “a long and
happy retirement back in his native Castlebar.”

He concluded thus,“May God bless you the members of
this Diocesan Synod and all the parishes, communities and
people across this United Dioceses and may you continue
to remain faithful to your calling… the people we have
come to know and value in Tuam, Killala and Achonry, will
never be far from our thoughts and prayers.”

He talked of the covid pandemic and restrictions and the
changes this had made to parish and diocesan life. He
thanked the clergy past and present for the support and
encouragement they had been to him, thanking the
current Dean and Archdeacon for, “their willingness,
except on a good fishing day, to tackle any task and see it
The full text of the address can be found on the TKA website.
through.” He made reference to the ordinations in
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Villiers School
Co-Educational Boarding & Day School
A broad and balanced education within a caring community.
Traditional values that promote students' holistic development.
Modern, state of the art educational facilities.
A vigorous academic programme, combined with an extensive
range of extracurricular activities.
Multicultural, diverse and inclusive school environment.
Protestant ethos.
Weekly and fortnightly boarding options.
Grant assistance, bursaries and scholarships available.

Headmistress Jill A. Storey M.A. H.DIP. Ed (Hons) DIP. in REM. Ed. (Hons)
North Circular Road, Limerick V94 F983 | www.villiers-school.com
Telephone: (061) 451447 | Email: secretary@villiers-school.com

